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under the guardianship of their uncle. Naturally,
the sons of the new king were jealous of the five
brothers; and Duryodhan, in particular, hated them
wiA^                       The five brothers,Tlowever,

were not concerned to hate any one. They lived con-
tentedly at their uncle's court, engaged in perfecting
themselves in all manly pursuits, as if they knew that
the time would come when all their valour, hardihood,
wisdom, and powers of endurance would be put to the
most severe tests; and for this time it was well that
they should assiduously prepare themselves.

There lived at the court of King Dhrita-rashtra
an old man named Drona^ who had trained many
princes in the art of war.   One day this man went to
the king and begged him to call the princes together
to  a great tournament, in order that they might
display their skill and prove which was the most
powerful and enduring.   The blind old king eagerly
consented, instructed Drona to measure out the tour-
nament ground without delay, and gave orders for the
erection of stately white pavilions by the side of a
green meadow  at  the  edge  of the jungle.   The
festival was proclaimed far and wide, and a great
crowd of nobles and common people gathered to
watch the feats of arms; for they knew that if the
archer Arjun and his brave  brothers were to be
present at the tournament, the eyes of all would be
delighted, and the hearts of all would be deeply
stirred by the skill and bravery of the famous warrior
and his brothers.   It will be noted that the five tall
sons of Pandu had won the favour of the Kurus by